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This multidisciplinary curriculum coupled with 
research in the humanities and social sciences 
is a collaborative effort between the French 
School of Asian Studies (EFEO), the École 
Pratique des Hautes Études-PSL (EPHE-PSL) 
and the School of Advanced Studies in the 
Social Sciences (EHESS). It aims to develop 
researchers and experts who can reflect 
critically on the specific nature and 
characteristics of Asian societies over time. 
The Master’s degree in Asian Studies from 
Paris offers France’s most extensive advanced 
training in Asian studies. 

Learning outcomes 

The goal of this Master’s degree program is to 
provide students with the tools they need in 
order to understand and study the Asian 
world in all its complexity over time. They will 
acquire in-depth knowledge of specific 
periods, regions or topics as well as 
disciplinary skills in fields such as history, 
sociology, anthropology, geography and 
economics as well as paleography, art history, 
archeology and the study of religions. The 
faculty, which brings together nearly 120 
research professors whose work focuses on 
Asia, has developed a demanding curriculum 
in Asian studies in cooperation with top-
ranked research centers in the humanities and 
social sciences. 

Opportunities 

The Asian Studies Master’s degree program 
primarily provides training in conducting 
research, both for students who wish to 
pursue doctoral studies (higher education and 
research) and students planning a career that 
interacts with the world of research 
(librarians, journalists, archivists, teachers in 

secondary education, curators, design or 
research engineers, etc.). 

Who should apply? 

Students who hold a Bachelor’s degree in the 
humanities and social sciences (or the 
equivalent), particularly in the fields of history, 
anthropology, ethnology, art history, 
archeology and world and regional languages 
and civilizations, but also geography, 
sociology, political science and development 
studies. 

The advantages of the master 

 An interdisciplinary seminar on the 
core curriculum, coordinated and 
taught by a lecturer. The seminar 
focuses on cross-disciplinary topics 
and includes appearances by outside 
speakers. 

 Classes devoted to research 
methodology and writing in the social 
sciences (bibliographical tools, 
sources, observation and field work, 
written and oral communication, etc.) 
to accompany the core curriculum. 

 Special access to training in the 
digital humanities. 

 Immersion in ongoing research: 
access to more than 100 seminars on 
specialized topics and research at 
EPHE–PSL, EFEO and EHESS as well as 
at outside institutions (introductory 
seminars). 

 Participation in international 
networks: student training and 
research activities will draw on the 
network of EFEO’s research centers 
and France’s research institutes 
(UMIFREs) located in Asia, along with 
their local partner universities. 

 Personalized support for students 
from researchers and instructors: 
academic tutors serve as the primary 
support resource for students 
throughout their Master’s experience. 
In particular, they monitor each 
student’s academic path (orientation, 
research thesis, internships) and verify 



their level of mastery of the ancient or 
modern languages they need for 
specific projects. 

 An unequaled campus life in the very 
heart of Paris, benefiting from the 
opportunities offered by PSL to meet 
students from several schools and 
move among a variety of campuses. 

Academic tracks 

The program is structured into two academic 
tracks that reflect different scholarly traditions 
in approaching Asian societies. Although these 
two tracks both take a history-based 
approach, they each have a distinct (but 
complementary) historical focus. In particular, 
they differ in the types of disciplinary 
approach they follow, their periods of 
reference, the methodological tools they use 
for analysis and, first and foremost, the topics 
they cover. 

 Track 1: “History and Social Science: 
Sites, Texts and Images” (EHESS and 
EFEO) 

This academic track, offered by EHESS in 
collaboration with EFEO, is targeted to 
students who wish to develop their research 
in connection with modern and contemporary 
Asia. Applying basic disciplines to a range of 
cultural areas using a method unique to the 
program, this track focuses on a host of 
societal issues examined from a 
comprehensive and firmly comparative 
perspective, with an emphasis on the flow and 
transfer of ideas, dialogue and cross-
disciplinarity in the social sciences. 

 Track 2: “History, Philology and 
Religion” (EPHE–PSL and EFEO) 

This course of study, developed by EPHE–PSL 
in collaboration with EFEO, is aimed at 
students who wish to conduct research on 
ancient Asia based on a thorough 
understanding of written or material sources 
and using methods specific to philology, 
paleography, archeology and epigraphy. In 
particular, the emphasis is on analyzing 

primary source materials, generally written in 
the various Asian languages. This track also 
devotes particular attention to the study of 
religious phenomena over time. 

For both of these academic tracks, work 
conducted in Asia (internships, gap year, field 
work) is strongly encouraged. This training and 
research abroad will draw on EFEO’s research 
centers and France’s research institutes 
around the world (UMIFREs), as well as their 
partner schools and institutes. 

Admissions 

Prerequisites to apply for Master’s Year 1 
(M1): 

 Bachelor’s degree in the humanities or 
social sciences or 180 ECTS credits in 
those fields of study (or the 
equivalent). 

 Certificate of proficiency in French for 
degrees obtained outside France. 

 Proficiency in an Asian language is 
desirable and may be required for 
certain research projects. 

Selection process 

Candidates are selected on the basis of an 
application package. 

More information 

 masterasie.hypotheses.org 
 asianstudies.hypotheses.org 
 psl.eu/formation/master-etudes-

asiatiques 

Contacts 

 Track 1 « History and Social Science »: 
etudesasiatiques@ehess.fr 

 Track 2 « History, Philology and 
Religion »: Olivier Venture 
(olivier.venture@ephe.psl.eu) 

  



 


